
Terms 
 

The parts of a 
polynomial that are 

being added or 
subtracted are 

terms. 
 

Underline each term.   
 

How many terms are 
in the polynomial? 

Coefficients 
 

If a term has a 
variable, the number in 
front of the variable 

is the coefficient.   
 

Highlight each 
coefficient.  

 
Each coefficient takes 
the sign in front of it.  
If the coefficient is 
not written, it is an 

invisible 1.  

Constants 
 

If a term has no 
variables, it is a 

constant.   
 

The constant 
takes the sign in 

front of it.   
 

Circle the 
constant, if it 

exists.  

Leading Term 
 

The Term with 
the highest 
exponent is 

known as the 
leading term.   

 
Label the  

leading term.  

Leading 
Coefficient 

 
The coefficient 
of the leading 

term is known as 
the leading 
coefficient.   

 
Label the leading 

coefficient.  

Degree 
 

If your 
polynomial only 
has one variable, 
the degree of the 
polynomial is the 
exponent of the 
leading term.   

 
label the degree 

of the polynomial.  


